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STATE PLANNER

Route 17 Florida State Planner

Southern launch chapter: harbor start, inland reset, Central Florida crossroads, St.
Johns River recovery, and Jacksonville gateway.

USE THIS FOR

Decide stop roles, route zones, backup pauses, overnight/reset posture, and what to
verify before driving this state chapter.

LIVE GUIDE https://routel7roadtrip.com/states/florida/

Florida > Georgia > South Carolina > North Carolina > Virginia

Planning aid only - verify current weather, construction, closures, operating hours, lodging, fuel, parking, and
access before driving.

SCAN OR TAP

15

-

LIVE GUIDE

Routel7RoadTrip.com Verify current conditions before driving
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STATE PLANNER

How Florida works on Route 17

Southern launch chapter: harbor start, inland reset, Central Florida crossroads, St. Johns River recovery, and
Jacksonville gateway.

SOUTHERN START INLAND RESET

Punta Gorda Arcadia

Harbor-first launch and a gentler opening pace. Old-Florida / Peace River pause that keeps the middle
honest.

NORTHERN GATEWAY
Jacksonville

Major city-scale reset before the Georgia coast approach.

Driving zones

1 Punta Gorda and southern harbor start Decide whether the route begins softly on the waterfront or moves quickly
inland.
2 Peace River and heartland middle Arcadia plus Zolfo Springs, Wauchula, Fort Meade, and Bartow give the

opening an interior Florida rhythm.

3 Central Florida crossroads Winter Haven, Lake Alfred, Haines City, Kissimmee, and Orlando are
pacing-heavy route-choice territory.

4 St. Johns River approach Sanford, DeLand, Palatka, and Green Cove Springs restore river-town and
historic-downtown rhythm.

5 Jacksonville and state-line handoff Jacksonville closes the Florida chapter; Orange Park and Yulee support the
transition rather than replace the anchor.
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DECISION SHEET

Anchors, backups, and route decisions

Use the state page as a chapter map, not as a checklist of every town.

Useful support stops

[ ] Zolfo Springs - route-choice cue where Florida SR 66 heads east; stay on U.S. 17 for the northbound Route 17
sequence.

[ 1 Wauchula / Fort Meade / Bartow - heartland continuity, not three required stops.
[ ] Central Florida cities - treat as pacing and route-choice pressure, not a mandatory checklist.
[ 1 Sanford / DeLand / Palatka / Green Cove Springs - river and historic-town recovery before Jacksonville.

[ ] Orange Park / Yulee - transition support around the Jacksonville gateway.

Decisions to make before the day

[ 1 Choose whether Punta Gorda is a true start/overnight or simply the launch point.
[ ] Give Arcadia one clear reset role instead of making the middle a second destination.
[ 1 Allow extra margin through Central Florida; route choice matters more here than scenery alone.

[ ] Protect Jacksonville arrival time if the next day continues to coastal Georgia.

Current-condition checks

Planning aid only - verify current weather, construction, closures, operating hours, lodging, fuel, parking, and access before
driving.
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PLANNING SHEET

Build your Florida Route 17 day

Write the roles first, then add only the stops that support those roles.

Primary anchor
Reset / backup
Overnight / finish

Direction (northbound /
southbound)

Must verify before departure

Notes / route decisions

Cut-first rule

If the day runs long, cut optional support stops before cutting the primary anchor or the safe arrival margin.

Routel7RoadTrip.com Page 4 Verify current conditions before driving



