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U.S. Route 17 Centennial &
Heritage Field Guide

A careful paper companion to the route's 1926 designation story, later Florida
extension, and modern five-state corridor.

USE THIS FOR

Keep the original-corridor story, later southward growth, endpoint roles, and
modern-route caution in view while traveling.

LIVE GUIDE https://routel17roadtrip.com/us-route-17-centennial/

Florida > Georgia > South Carolina > North Carolina > Virginia

Planning aid only - verify current weather, construction, closures, operating hours, lodging, fuel, parking, and
access before driving.

SCAN OR TAP

LIVE GUIDE
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What the 2026 centennial marks

The anniversary belongs to the U.S. Route 17 designation in the U.S. Numbered Highway System, not to every
present-day mile, bridge, bypass, or endpoint.

[ 1 November 11, 1926 is the final-approval date used by the Routel17RoadTrip centennial guide.
[1The original broad U.S. 17 corridor ran from Jacksonville, Florida, to Winchester, Virginia.

[ ] Treat the history at corridor level unless the live guide supports a more precise local alignment claim.

Accuracy posture

Do not assume every modern U.S. 17 segment has carried the number unchanged since 1926.
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How the route grew south

Punta Gorda is the modern southern beginning of Routel7RoadTrip, but it was not the original 1926 southern
endpoint.

[T1U.S. 17 later extended south from Jacksonville through central Florida to Punta Gorda.

[1The current Routel7RoadTrip source keeps the exact extension year unresolved and uses the supported
early-1930s timeframe.

[ 1 Jacksonville therefore has a different historical endpoint role from Punta Gorda, even though Punta Gorda is the
modern southern start used by this guide.

ORIGINAL SOUTH LATER EXTENSION ORIGINAL NORTH

Jacksonville Punta Gorda Winchester

Original broad southern-endpoint Modern southern start after the Original broad northern-endpoint story
story. early-1930s extension. and modern finish.
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Original corridor and modern road

Use route history to deepen the drive without turning uncertain alignment details into false certainty.

1926 designation U.S. 17 is part of the original numbered-highway system approved in 1926.
Original corridor Broad Jacksonville-to-Winchester story.

Later Florida growth Southward extension through central Florida to Punta Gorda in the early 1930s.
Modern corridor Five-state Route17RoadTrip planning spine from Punta Gorda to Winchester.

Caution Extensions, local changes, realignments, bypasses, bridges, and modern planning needs all belong to
the route story.
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Field notes

Use the road itself as the prompt. Record what changes between harbor, marsh, river, city, and inland finish.

Place / state
What changed in the road character?

What historical role did the live guide
support?

Original / later extension / modern
alignment context

What needs source verification later?

Heritage observations
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